President's Message 


As this is the first newsletter of 2014, I'd like to take this opportunity to wish each of you and your fami- 
lies a very Happy and Healthy New Year! I'd also like to take this opportunity to personally thank and 
recognize our outgoing club president, Tom Gorman KE2ES, for his hard work and dedication to our club 
and to his passionate promotion of our ham radio hobby interests throughout all of Southern New Jersey 
these past two years. It goes without saying that your service is very much appreciated by all GCARC 
members! 


A special thank you also goes out to Art Strong and Gary Mirkin, two other selfless volunteers who have 
just completed their terms as Directors. As elected at our December meeting, John Zaruba Jr K2ZA and 
Dan Tremolini N2TXG have stepped up to take their places. New to the trustee ranks is Brian Jones 
KD2BXD, who fills Steve Blasko’s W2TDS expired position (thank you, Steve). New to the officer posi- 
tion of corresponding secretary is Bart Conrad KC2WVP. Adding continuity to the club officer ranks is 
Cory Sickles WA3UVV (a former club president) who moves from the corresponding secretary role to the 
position of club vice president and programs chair for this year. Al Arrison KB2AYU (also a former club 
president) returns in his role as our club’s treasurer. Sheldon Parker K2MEN returns in his role as our 
club’s recording secretary. Thank you all for stepping up to help in guiding our club forward in your 
newly elected positions. 


For 2014, there’s more good news. Arrangements have been made so that our club will continue to be able 
to meet regularly at the Pfeiffer Community Center in Williamstown at 7:30pm on the first Wednesday of 
each month. However, just a reminder that due to the first Wednesday in January being New Year’s holi- 
day, for this month only, our January club meeting has been pushed back one day to Thursday, January 2 
instead. 


Reflecting back on 2013, it really was a good year for our club. From public service to social events, word 
is getting out about our active fun general interest radio club. For 2014, in addition to bringing back great 
events like a holiday party, we look forward to the possibilities that a new clubhouse has to offer. 


And speaking of our clubhouse, as Tom mentioned in last month’s Crosstalk, the transition for completion 
of our clubhouse project from Bill W4WCS (former N2VIL) to the dynamic duo of Ray W2RM and Bill 
NJ2S has now occurred. Thank you, Mr. Szkromiuk, for all of your work this past year. Thank you Ray 
and Bill for stepping up to take his place. Thank you also to the many club members who have continued 
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to volunteer, support, and make donations to the project as well. This “Git-R-Done” attitude of “can-do” 
is both fun and contagious! Because of your involvement, we are making excellent progress towards the 
next major milestone on the list, which is completing the work necessary to get to the point of having final 
inspections, and then being issued a certificate of occupancy! Contact Ray direct via email to get on his 
“how can I help out next ” distribution list. 


On the topic of club finances, if you can, a friendly reminder that club dues renewals are being accepted 
now by our club treasurer via check sent to GCARC at our P.O. Box 370, Pitman NJ 08071, and in person 
at our next club meeting. It’s still only $20 (a bargain)! 


If you want to make an additional cash donation specifically towards a club project or activity, such as our 
clubhouse project, you can do so via separate check to GCARC that our club treasurer will handle specifi- 
cally designated for that separate purpose. 


Though there are expected to be some challenges, with your help, together we can look forward to the con- 
tinued growth and evolution of our club and its service to our communities through this year and into the 
years ahead. As a general interest club, there’s a wide range of interests represented with the opportunity 
to meet new people, and to learn about and try something new as we continue to grow in our ham radio 
hobby together. If you like what you see, invite a friend! 


I look forward to 2014, and seeing you at our club meetings and events this year. 


Respectfully, 
Jim Wright, N2GXJ 


Down Jersey DXing 
By Bill Grim, WOMHK 


It has been a bit of a DX "let-down" since all of November's hot and heavy DX activity. Hope you made 
some in-roads on your DXCC totals with the many opportunities of November 2013! December thus far 
(at an early writing again this month) has quieted down with the number of DX operations dwin- 

dling. Propagation on the higher bands still remains quite good with solar flux levels above 150 almost 
continually. 3X1T, from Vietnam, was heard a number of times this week coming in quite well on 10 Me- 
ter Long Path shortly after sunrise. Sure wish other Southeast Asian countries would take advantage of 
that opening to Down Jersey! 


W3LPL, with his impressive DX contest station nearby, has predicted high solar flux to enhance condi- 
tions for a number of weeks into January. Keep that in mind with any spare operating time you may 
have. There is much potential for DX on the higher bands for at least a while longer. The low bands, be- 
low 20 Meters, should be improving as we get into winter. Watch for sunrise and sunset low band open- 
ings as the colder weather takes hold and diminishes QRN levels on these bands. 


Two specific DX events not to be missed in January are the operations in SMO Malta (1AOKM) and Am- 
sterdam Island (FTS5ZM). 1A0 is a distinctly different DXCC target besides a more common 9H entity on 
the island of Malta. Periodically the "Knights" activate this rare DXCC QTH(1A0) for your DXCC 

tally. Search on Google for the "Sovereign Order of Malta" for more details on this singular entity. Crank 
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your antennas and ears toward Italy to find success with this semi-rare one. 


The Amsterdam Island activation in late January is more monumental. Just try and find itona map! It'sa 
very expensive trip to make with logistics problems and "iffy" weather. The last operation from this In- 
dian Ocean island was in 1998 with my only success in working it in five decades. Doing some Google 
calculating on the net revealed that Amsterdam Island is 10,966 miles away from downtown Elmer, New 
Jersey! That's quite a distance for any entity you might try to work. Their beam heading should be close 
to due East, but they might come in Long Path at times because of the extreme distance. 


This is one DXpedition where you have to "hope" for good radio conditions and weather conditions for a 
sustained effort. Remember also that monetary assistance for everything involved in this attempt would 
surely be appreciated. Google the call for their website which will give you additional information about 
their mission. 


Other January DX activity will be mostly of the tropical vacation type. Many Caribbean spots will be on 
sandwiched between the two above mentioned big DX happenings: 


All Bands/Modes 
German Calls/V5 
160-10M/Via FOBLP 
Focus on 10, 12, & 17M 
3 SP Operators 
160-10M, Mostly RTTY 


HF/OP=BA4DW 2 South Cook 
Island 
Sasa 


BIG EFFORT!!! 5 Amsterdam 
Island 


1AOKM 01/02 - 01/07 
o102-0178 


6W7SK 01/03 - 01/21 


ZF2PG 01/11 - O1/19 


VP2M 01/18 - 01/22 
VI4AJ 01/21 - 02/21 


E51CDW 01/21 - 01/27 
01/23 - 01/29 


FTSZM 01/24 - 02/12 
01/29 - 02/09 


Credits : NG3K ADXO 


AM Communications in a Digital World 
By Cory Sickles, WA3UVV 


sit i In 1906, on Christmas Eve, Reginald Fessenden stunned radio operators and 


listeners with the sounds of a voice — and music. Up to this point, radio com- 
munications was limited to telegraphy, using spark-gap transmitters. 


Using an early form of Amplitude Modulation, he broke ground on new frontiers and revolu- 
tionized radio into a mass-market. AM would remain “the” means of communications for dec- 


ades to come. Although much broadcasting is now via Frequency Modulation (FM), AM remains the 
dominant method of broadcasting. 


Single Sideband (SSB) is a version of AM that suppresses the carrier. While more efficient, SSB has 
other tradeoffs that affect fidelity and intelligibility. Operating with “vanilla” AM allows one to have bet- 


ter audio quality and experience the communications technology of old, while embracing modern ways to 
enhance communications quality. 


Virtually every HF transceiver sold has AM capabilities. If you’ve ever wondered why it’s there or how 


you can put it to use to further your enjoyment of amateur radio, then come out to our January 2™ (New 
Night — Same Time) meeting and learn more. 


[ll give you some additional background on AM, an overview of classic gear that’s still in use today and 
ways to make your AM (or SSB, for that matter) signal sound better and reach further. You don’t need a 
rack full of tubes to enjoy the warmth and fidelity of AM, just a little knowledge to get started. 


htpp://w2mmd.org 
| By Jim Wright, N2GXJ 


{ Our club is fortunate to have a great online presence, with credit to the efforts of our web master, 
Jeff KC2WCS (thank you Jeff!). If you have not visited our club web site recently, you are en- 
couraged to do so. Jeff keeps the Current Events page up to date with the latest information about upcoming 
events and other news that may be of interest to you and our club. Any changes to previously scheduled 
events are also posted here. In addition to the Current Events, you’ll find links to “about us”, “join the club”, 
“club history’, “The Elmer’s Shack” and more along the left side of the page. There’s even a “Swap Meet” 
link available for anyone who is buying and/or selling ham equipment. 


Our web site serves not only as a great resource for our own use, but also as a way for others who might be 
interested in ham radio, and our club, to learn a bit more. If you would like to contribute event pictures or 
other content, don’t be shy. Jeff would like to hear from you. His contact information is available in the 
member directory that you receive via email from Ken N2CQ each time there is an update. 


Swap Meet Page 
By Jeff Garth, KC2WCS 


Our website has a Swap Meet page that allows club members to buy or sell ham radio equipment. 
Members can submit their request via the website’s Contact Us page or an e-mail to 
jeff.garth@comcast.net. Some members may buy or sell equipment via member’s e-mail or by using the 
GCARC @mailman.qth.net reflector. If you choose the member’s e-mail or reflector method, I will ask your 
permission to post it on the Swap Meet page. 


Road Trip! 
By Cory Sickles, WA3UVV 


fp 
ath | ~~ At December’s meeting, I mentioned that Dan Tremolini, N2TXG, 
had asked about a trip to ARRL HQ. It reminded me of a road trip I 
was trying to organize a few years back - that never materialized. When I asked 
how many in attendance (40+) would be interested in such a trip, the majority raised 
their hands! 


So, with that kind of overwhelming response, a trip is being planned for February 2014. According to Joe 
Carcia, W1AW station manager, “tourism” is lightest during mid week. That means we’ll be looking to 
do this on a Wednesday. The idea is to allow everyone a chance to tour HQ, while getting a chance to be 
on the “business end” of a pileup on W1AW, with the band/mode of your choice. 


I’m working out some alternatives (vans vs bus) to get us safely there and back. More details will be 
forthcoming at the January 2™ meeting. If you’d like to join in, then be sure to be there. 


| Club Committees, Open for Members Now 
E By Jim Wright, N2GXJ 


There’s quite a bit that goes on in committees to make this the club that it is today, and to pro- 
vide direction for where we would like to be in the future. It’s important in any volunteer or- 
ganization for all members of the club to have the opportunity to be involved in roles which al- 
low positive contributions for the mutual benefit of our all members. It is no different with our radio club, 
and our radio hobby. As your club president, I rely heavily on our committees for recommendations and 
for implementing the will of the club. 


Getting involved with multiple Club Committees is an excellent way to get involved in our club. And 
January is the perfect time to personally get in touch with our committee chairs to let them know of your 
interest. It turns out that much of the budgeting and other planning activities tend to be front-loaded into 
the first part of each year, and that is when they, the club chairpersons, are looking to see who they can 
count on to get things set up and make them happen later in the year. 


How can I help? 
So what are these committees, and who do I contact to express an interest? 


Article H, Section 2 of our club’s constitution defines our standing committees, and allows for the presi- 
dent to appoint other committees as necessary. A list of committees, and their current chairpersons, is 
regularly published as part of this Crosstalk magazine, with additional information about club leadership 
provided via a link on our web page. The chairpersons for 2014 will be announced at our January club 
meeting. You should let the chairpersons know direct of your interest in being involved with their com- 
mittee. 


From the standing committees, those that traditionally need the most membership help each year are those 
related to our Field Day and Hamfest events. From the other committees, our clubhouse project has the 
largest membership involvement. If you are new to our club, I’d suggest getting involved with any or all of 
these as a start. 
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(Continued from page 5) 
Field Day 


Field Day is an ARRL sponsored event which is the most popular on-the-air event held annually in the US 
and Canada. On the fourth weekend of June of each year, more than 35,000 radio amateurs gather with 
their clubs, groups, or simply with friends to operate from remote locations. It’s a picnic, a campout, prac- 
tice for emergencies, an informal contest, and, most of all, fun all-in-one! And your club participates in 
this event in a big way. Last year, we had an incredible 11 simultaneous stations on the air in a field out at 
our club site, all powered by “off-the-grid” emergency generators. Pulling off a weekend event like that 
takes a lot of coordination, with lots of the behind-the-scenes work done in committee. Mark Townsend 
W20CY, and his son Kyle W2KBT are returning as field day co-chairs for this year. I hear they are al- 
ready taking reservations for operating band-slots and modes. Please contact them direct for how you can 
get signed up to help out with set-up, food, operating, tear-down, etc for this event. 


Hamfest 


Hamfest is our major club sponsored fund raising event of the year. Typically, it is held in September. Es- 
sentially, we host a giant swap meet where radio amateurs and vendors come to buy and sell radio related 
products. We make money from ticket sales and table rentals, in exchange for organizing, publicizing, and 
hosting the event. Last year, a full 53% of our income, after expenses, came from this one event, compared 
with 37% from annual dues. So you can see how this is a very important event for the club. But it is also a 
fun event, enjoyed by hundreds of hams from the tri-state area who make it a regular pilgrimage to attend 
each year. 


While hams enjoy communicating with others across the country and around the world, we also learned 
long ago about the importance of local friends that we can meet face-to-face. Whether you’re looking for 
help with a technical issue, understanding some new concept, are trying to avoid “reinventing the wheel’, 
or are just looking for a place to help others by sharing the abilities and knowledge that you have, a club 
like ours can be an extremely important resource. Take a look at the various committees we have, and 
other opportunities to be involved with your club. It is a great way to meet people, and to help out our club 
at the same time. 


Clubhouse 


As you may have noticed, we have a major clubhouse replacement project underway. Lots of volunteer 
work continues as we prep the facility for inspections, and getting a certificate of occupancy. But the work 
won’t end then. We will need to set up the operating positions within the clubhouse, with hook-ups to our 
HF and UHF/VHF tower antennas. A pass-code-entry system for every club member needs to be acti- 
vated, and then training sessions need to be conducted for proper operation of the amplifiers and systems. 
There’s been some discussion of maybe having an online system to reserve operating time in advance, and 
other discussion about having the option of “bring your own radio” for those who want to use their radio 
with the club’s antennas. All of that has to be worked out. Ray Martin W2RM is chairperson for comple- 
tion of the clubhouse replacement project. Al Arrison KB2AYU will be club site chairperson for opera- 
tions. Please contact them direct for how you can get on their committees to help out. 
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Other Committees 


Standing committees that also need volunteers include repeater technical, publicity, and membership. 
Other committees with lots of opportunities for active club member involvement include “Emergency and 
Public Service” (encompassing ARES, RACES, CERT, and radio support to community events like bike 
races and charity walks), “Community Outreach” (providing liaisons for local Scout troops and the local 4 
-H youth organization, and support for education and demonstration of ham radio capabilities in our local 
communities), and the “Volunteer Examiner” committee (providing VEC support for new and upgrade 
license testing). There are also contributing article and columnist opportunities associated with our “Club 
Publications” (primarily focused on our web site and Crosstalk club newsletter). The more people that are 
involved, the better it is for the club. Volunteers welcome! Please contact the chairpersons direct to let 
them know of your interest. 


New Members and More New Members 
By Cory Sickles, WA3UVV 


__“¥ As anyone paying attention has seen, the GCARC has been seriously growing this year. 
New faces (plus some returning ones) have been gracing our meetings with questions need- 
ing answers and life/career experience that has benefited us all. This is fantastic for the present, but also 
affords us an ongoing foundation for continued growth, leadership and a bright future for the Club. 


Lest you think this is all the result of “The Marketing Department’, let me assure you it is not. While 

we’ ve enjoyed positive responses from letters I send each month to new hams and upgrades — or — the 
regular “Open House” meeting announcements, this is just the tip of the iceberg. Word of mouth from 
enthusiastic members, outstretched hands and warm greetings at meetings, Elmering and follow-ups are all 
a significant part of our growth and the palpable energy that we all seem to have these days. 


I can remember a time, not so many years ago, when we had to telephone a nearby member to come over 
to the meeting, so that we had enough for a quorum. Now, with 30, 40 or more in attendance each time 
and a roster that continues to grow well beyond 100 members, with no end in sight. 


With the start of another year, let me say “thank you” to all who speak positively about amateur radio and 
the Club, while also greeting and guiding, plus leading in other ways. Even if it’s just the fact that you 
always wear your name/call badge and a smile — that goes a long way for a first time visitor or new mem- 
ber finding their way to make new friends... 


Holiday Party Recap 
| By Jim Wright, N2GXJ 


ust a few words about the GCARC holiday dinner party that was held on Tuesday night, Decem- 
. ber 3 at the Venice Italian Eatery in Pitman. What a great evening of socializing with friends and 

Sasa before the holidays. Thank you, Cory WA3UVV for finding the location, Phyllis 

W2PDB for organizing and handling the reservations, and “Jersey Ray” W2RM for getting 

the BYOB party started! Hopefully, we can put this event on the calendar to repeat in 

2014! 


What is the Centennial QSO Party? 
By Ken Denson, WB2P 


The ARRL Centennial QSO Party is a year-long operating event that celebrates hams making 
contacts. In the end you will have accumulated points, worked new stations and made new 
friends all over the world. 


The Centennial QSO Party is made-up of two main activities: (1) W1AW operating portable 
in each state and most territories; and (2) The Centennial Points Challenge which is the accu- 
mulation of points from qualifying contacts made throughout 2014. To have a score listed 
online in the Points Challenge competition, logs must be submitted through the Logbook of 
the World (LoTW) @ http://www.arrl.org/logbook-of-the-world system. 


WI1AW will be on the air from every state and most territories, and it will be easy to work WAS working 
only W1AW portable operations. This is the first ARRL-sponsored operating event where every member 
is worth at least one point, so work as many points as you can during 2014! Earn awards based upon 
points, working all states or working W1AW portable in every state and territory. This is an on-the-air 
event like no other. 


Operating Period 


(OO0OZ, 1 January, 2014 - 2359Z, 31 December, 2014) W1AW will operate portable from each state and 
many territories throughout the year. Each state will be activated twice so that if you miss one operation, 
you can pick-up the next. 


Participation 


Everyone may participate. Only ARRL members and appointees/elected officials/staff/W1AW are worth 


points. Please check out the website: http://www.arrl.org/centennial-qso-party#Table for point value 
details. 


Bands & Modes 


To count for points, all QSOs must be two-way (no cross-band or cross-mode), using CW, Phone (FM, 
SSB, AM, digital voice), and Digital (any digital mode, 1.e. PSK31, RTTY). You may not work someone 
on three modes on the same frequency. 


QSLs 


QSL cards from W1@@AW and W1AW operating portable will be sent automatically via the QSL Bureau 
system to each U.S.A. station who signs-up online to receive such cards [this form is not ready yet -- 
please watch for an announcement]. This is a one-time only use of the QSL Bureau for this purpose. 
QSLs will automatically be sent to stations outside the U.S.A. via the QSL Bureau as normal. QSLs may 
be requested directly also, with an SASE required for return. 


For more information about the Centennial QSO Party and the Points Challenge, please visit the ARRL 
website at: http://www.arrl.org/centennial-qso-part 


January Birthdays 
Congratulations to these 


members celebrating birthdays this 
month 


James Alston AC2BY 
Alan Arrison KB2AYU 
Mark Clark N3QMJ 
John Czuba K2AEN 
Paul Dallard Jr KM3W 
Joseph DiNovi WA2GFK 
Peter Marek KDZ2EYU 
Adan Maskery KC2YJX 
Gary Reed N2QEE 

Gene Wallace N2IMK 


John Fahey WB2ONY (SK) 
Bill Hunsinger KB2YJB (SK) 
Louis Joseph W2LYL (SK) 
Charles Naylor WA2USI (SK) 


Weleoine New Club Members: 


ARRL 10 Meter Contest 
December 14, 2013 


Call: N2CQ 
Operator(s): N2CQ 
Station: N2CQ 


Class: SO CW LP 

QTH: SNJ 

Operating Time (hrs): 12 
Location: USA 


Summary: Compare Scores 
Band QSOs Mults 


: 261 
Total Score = 81,432 


Club: Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club 


ARRL 2013 Field Day Results for the 
Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club 


Participants} 35 | | | 


Kevin Hall KD2FFZ, who holds a General class license and lives in Clayton, NJ. 
Peter Marek KD2EYU, who holds a Technician class license and lives in Williamstown, NJ. 


And we welcome back two members: 


Vincenzo Sallustio N4NYY, who holds an Amateur Extra class license and lives in Woolwich Twp, NJ. 
Robert Durham W2RAD, who holds an Amateur Extra class license and lives in Mantua, NJ. 


We are glad to have you as members of the Club and hope to see you regularly at Club functions and 


meetings. 


Een 


By Cory Sickles, WA3UVV 


Since my talk on the enjoyment of CW, several of you have expressed an interest in either 
learning code or increasing your speed. I’m giving some thought to holding classes, but am looking to see 
what the interest level is. If you'd like to do this in a series of sessions, then let me know. If you’re OK 
with going it alone, that’s fine, too. 


As a random case study in learning and having fun with CW, there’s a ham in NY that I’ve been Elmering 
for awhile. Over time, he developed some interest in the mode when I pointed out he could be on the air at 
night, without waking his young son or keeping his wife up in their apartment. (A key and headphones 
keep it “stealthy”) 


They’ ve since bought a house and he’s put up a decent antenna. First he started with 
an old straight key, but has recently acquired a Vibroplex bug. Starting at 5 WPM or 
so, his speed and proficiency have been steadily increasing. Soon, he’ll probably be 
ready to use that bug. Although he’s been using the G4FON.net software and listening 
to ARRL practice sessions, what’s helped him the most is staying with his goal of just 
1 QSO each day. 


He’s gone from Name/QTH/RST/Gottarunnow kinds of contacts to real rag chewing. His latest email let 
me know he’s now hooked on QRP, as he continues to be amazed at how well he can do with just 5 watts! 
I reminded him that’s the equivalent of 100W on SSB, but he’s still amazed and loving the experience. 


Bottom line, don’t just sit there with the software and oa ’ 
practice sessions — get on the air, learn from your mis- Aver" SK y CC rw 
takes and have a good time. The SKCC folks on 7114 — Straight Key Century Club 

KHz are waiting to meet you and guide you along. 


Straight Key Night 


Every day is a good day to send 
CW), but January 1 is reserved for 
Straight Key Night Enjoy CW as it 
has been sent and enjoyed since 
the earliest days of Amateur t 
Radio. 


This 24-hour (every January Ist from 0000 UTC through 2359 UTC) event is not a contest; rather it is a 
day dedicated to celebrating our CW heritage. Participants are encouraged to get on the air and simply 
make enjoyable, conversational CW QSOs. The use of straight keys or bugs to send CW is preferred. 
There are no points scored and all who participate are winners. 


The officers of the Gloucester City Amateur Radio Club are proud to announce that the Club will be con- 
ducting an ARRL approved Hamfest on Saturday, February 15, 2014 beginning at 6AM and closing at 


3PM. Dealers may set up the evening prior to the event. Breakfast will available along with refreshments 
during the hamfest. The location is the Pine Grove Fire Association Fire Hall, 827-829 Jersey Avenue 
Gloucester City, NJ. The facility is well suited to limited ability access. Admission fee is $5.00. Tables are 
free and there are many tables (full size) available. Plenty of parking including some off street. The event 
is entirely indoors so there is no tailgating. Talk in will be maintained on the NJ2GC repeater, 447.775 
Mhz, 146.2 Hz. Further information can had via email: kb2ad1@comcast.net, Cell phone: 856-397-3703. 
Potential dealers are cordially invited to contact Jay Goheen: kb2ad1@comcast.net as to their table re- 
quirements and floor location. A flyer with more details will be available on the Club website: nj2gc.org. 
See you there. 73, Jay, KB2ADL, Secretary, G.C.A.R.C. 


Upcoming Programs 
By Cory Sickles, WA3UVV 


waa iii As the incoming VP, it’s now my responsibility to organize and facilitate interesting pro- 
grams for the coming year. Jim Wright, N2GXJ, is going to be a hard act to follow, but I’m giving it my 
best effort. 


If you would like to share some of your knowledge and expertise, or just talk about an aspect of ham radio 
you find fun and interesting, please let me know. It doesn’t have to be some fancy multimedia extrava- 
ganza, just a relaxing talk about what you'd like to let others know about. I’m sure we’d all appreciate it! 


The Mid-Atlantic’s 
largest Winter Hamfest! 


Frostfest 2014 is approaching! It will be held on Saturday, February 1, 2014 at the Richmond Raceway 
Complex, from 8:30AM until 3:30PM. Frostfest is sponsored by the Richmond Amateur Telecommunica- 
tions Society. 


We are looking forward to a great hamfest with manufacturers’ representatives, new radio dealers, accessory 


dealers, and many, many tables filled with amateur radio equipment of all descriptions. There will be VE 
Testing, forums and meetings, and much, much more. 


Our Grand Prize is $1,000 in Frostfest Buck$. Also, Early Bird ticket holders will be able to enter at 8AM, 
30 minutes before General Admission starts! 


For more details, ticket and table online purchases, please go to : http://www.frostfest.com. 


1 PODXS 070 Club “PSKfest” 
iE By Jim Wright, N2GXJ 


PSK31 (Phase Shift Keying 31 Baud) is considered by some as the “high octane” cousin of RTTY 

Sear (Radio Teletype). Today, it is the number one HF digital mode for casual keyboard-to-keyboard 
operating. Although not an error free digital mode, it does offer excellent weak-signal performance. PSK31 
has been embraced by the QRP (low power) community since a couple of watts and a simple wire antenna 
can be used to work stations throughout the United States and some DX. Some popular frequencies on the 
HF band for PSK31 are 14.070 and 21.070 Mhz. Though PSK31 may seem new to some, it is a mature tech- 
nology that is now 15 years old. 


Not surprisingly, there are radio clubs that are based around the enjoyment of operating in 
PSK mode on the HF airways. One such club is the Penn-Ohio DX Society (PODXS) 070 
club. The 070 in the name comes from the popular operating frequencies for the PSK mode. 
The 070 club sponsors awards, contests, and other operating events to encourage the use of 
PSK on the HF bands. The group’s website is www.podxs070.com. Membership is free but 
requires you to submit a log showing that you have worked at least 50 different callsigns using BPSK31 or 
QPSK31 on any amateur radio bands authorized for your license class, plus an image of a QSL card or 
eQSL for a PSK31 contact from the submitted log. 


So why do I bring this up? Well, because I’m a member of that club too (#1424), and there’s a contest com- 
ing up that, if you are new to PSK, you might like to play in. It’s called “PSKfest” (great name)! It starts at 
7pm local time on Friday night, Jan 3, 2014 (0000 UTC, Saturday, Jan 4). I just know you’ ve been waiting 
to get on the air in PSK with that new HF radio setup you’ ve been working on over the Christmas break. 
Why not have some fun in the PSKfest! 
Hope to catch your tracks on the airwaves. 
73’s, Jim 

Local News 


Congratulations to Mark Gottlieb for upgrading to Amateur Extra and his new callsign, WA2DIY. 


The Spectrum Monitor Arrives 
By Cory Sickles, WA3UVV 


ip 
ath ‘hin. As I mentioned in a past issue, a new digital magazine covering communica- 
tions (including, but not limited to amateur radio) is on the market. Dubbed 
“The Spectrum Monitor” ( www.TheSpectrumMonitor.com ), it’s a follow-up to Monitor- 
ing Times, which recently ended it’s multi-year run. I just read through the first issue — de- 
livered straight to my inbox — and am glad I subscribed. 


For the low-low price of just $24 for a one-year subscription, or $3 for a single issue, it looks like a good 
source of information that moves broadly across the communications hobby. Until the end of December, 
there’s still time to get in for the Charter Subscription price of just $20 — which could make a nice little “e- 
stocking stuffer” for yourself... 


2013 Programs and events in review 
|By Jim Wright, N2GXJ 


was great to see so many members showing support for our Club and for each other by atten- 
See ance at our Club meetings and activities this year. It’s great to have a Club like ours where we 
can meet, even if it is just once a month, to see some familiar faces and socialize a bit with others who have 
a common interest based in our radio hobby. As a general interest Club, we have a wide range of interests 
and knowledge that can be shared with each other to broaden the horizons of our ham radio experiences. 


Take a look at the list below. What were some of your favorite programs and activities of the year? 


JAN: “Why RTTY?” Cory Sickles, WA3UVV 

FEB: “Fun and Easy Projects” George Heron, N2APB, and Joe Everhart, N2CX from NJQRP club 
FEB: “Winter Classic Radio Fox Hunt III” club members 

MAR: “Lightning Protection” Ron Block, NR2B 

APR: “A DX Primer: WAZ With Your Antennas, and other DX Wallpaper” Bill Grim, WOMHK 
APR: “Preparedness & Alternative Energy Trade Show” Bill Price, NJ2S 

APR: “Afternoon Outing: Guest Operators on board the Battleship New Jersey” Harry Bryant, AA2WN 
MAY: “Signals Across New Jersey” author Walt Andariese, W2WLJ 

MAY: “Memorial Day Parade” Tom Gorman, KE2ES 

MAY: “Radio support to Walk MS” club members 

JUN: “DX-Expedition!” Darrell Neron, AB2E 

JUN: “Radio support to Tour de Pitman bike races” club members 

JUN: “Field Day” club members 

JUL: “Pizza and Movie Night” Jim Wright, N2GXJ 

JUL: “GCARC Family Picnic” club members 

AUG: “D-Star, D-Rats, D-What? What it is, and how to use it” John Zaruba Jr, K2ZA 

SEP: “Radio Software Demonstrations” Jerry Jacobus, WB2QEF and Jim Wright, N2GXJ 

SEP: “GCARC Hamfest” club members 

SEP: “Radio support to Bike MS City to Shore” club members 

OCT: “Radio Remote Control” Sheldon Parker, K2MEN, and Art Strong, K2ZAWS 

OCT: “Radio support to Simulated Emergency Test” club members 

OCT: “Fall Radio Fox Hunt IV” club members 

OCT: “Radio support to Pitman Crop Walk” club members 

NOV: “Morse Code Night, and Competition” club meeting 

DEC: “Real World Stories from the top of the World Trade Center, and more’, Dean Sargent, W2CGZ 
DEC: “GCARC Holiday Dinner Party” club members 


And year-round on Fridays at 11am, there was always the informal get together for brunch in the back room 
of the Seven Star Diner. 


As your programs chairperson for this past year, I want to send out a special “thank you” to our Club mem- 
bers who volunteered to “give back” a bit by being guest speakers this year. It was appreciated! And also a 
big thank you to everyone who came out to our meetings and events this year. It’s fun to be part of an ac- 
tive club! 


73’s Jim 


ALL 0 CAN EAT 
BREAKFAST 


WHAT: ALL U CANEA TBRKFAST W/ALL THE TRIMMINGS 
WHEN: SUNDAY—9 FEBRUAR Y—7 A.M. >>>NOON 
WHO: FRANKLIN TWP MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 
WHERE: VFW 207 1,2179 DELSEA DRIVE, FRANKLINVILLE 
WHY: BENEFIT GLOUCESTER CO 4-H CLUB TRACTOR FUND 
DONATION: $7.00 ADULTS—CHILD UNDER 10 $3.50 

$$$ DONATIONS ALSO ACCEPTED. $$$ 


ONE OF THE TRACTORS NECESSARY FOR THE GLOUCESTER CO FAIR HOSTED 
BY THE COUNTY 4-H CLUB WAS STOLEN!! 


ALL PROCEEDS FROM THIS EVENT GO TOWARD REPLACING THIS TRACTOR. 
FOR TIX CALL 856-649-8117---CAN U ALSO SELL SOME TIX??—Call same # 


Crosstalk Submissions 


This is your Club newsletter. Make use of it. 


Feel free to contribute general interest articles and ideas for articles. 


All submissions, queries, comments and editorials should be addressed to 
Jeffrey Garth, KC2WCS at jeff.garth@ comcast.net. 


Submission deadline for the February issue: Friday, January 24, 2014 
Club Website http://www.w2mmd.org 
Club E-Mail Reflector: gcarc@mailman.qth.net 


From Crosstalk, January 1964 


Brain Twister 


“m0 


Impedance between points: 


A & B----- 4 ohms 


B & C ----- 4 ohms 
A & C----- ? Ohms 


Answer on page 18 
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KPORRZGQRNOOBICLLUETIM 
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January 2014 


QRP Fox Hunt 

SARTG New Year RTTY Contest 
AGCW Happy New Year Contest 
QRP Fox Hunt 

NCCC Sprint Ladder 

WW PMC Contest 

ARRL RTTY Roundup 

EUCW 160m Contest 

QRP Fox Hunt 

QRP Fox Hunt 

NCCC Sprint Ladder 

MI QRP January CW Contest 
North American QS0O Party, CW 
NRAU-Baltic Contest, CW 
DARC 10-Meter Contest 
NRAU-Baltic Contest, SSB 
Midwinter Contest 

QRP Fox Hunt 

QRP Fox Hunt 

NCCC Sprint Ladder 

ARRL January VHF Contest 

LZ Open Contest 

Hungarian DX Contest 

North American QSO Party, SSB 
QRP Fox Hunt 

ORP Fox Hunt 

NCCC Sprint Ladder 

CQ 160-Meter Contest, CW 
REF Contest, CW 

BARTG RTTY Sprint 

UBA DX Contest, SSB 

ORP Fox Hunt 

QRP Fox Hunt 

NCCC Sprint Ladder 


02002-03302, Jan 1 


08002-11007, Jan 1 


09007-12007, Jan 1 
02007-03307, Jan 3 
02302-03002, Jan 3 


12007, Jan 4 to 12007, Jan 5 
18007, Jan 4 to 24007, Jan & 
20007, Jan 4 to 07002, Jan & 


02002-03302, Jan & 


02007-03307, Jan 10 


02307-03007, Jan 10 


12007, Jan 11 to 23597, Jan 12 
18007, Jan 11 to 06007, Jan 12 
06307-08302, Jan 12 


09007-10597, Jan 12 
09002-11007, Jan 12 


10007-14007, Jan 12 
02007-03302, Jan 15 


02002-03307, Jan 1/7 
02302-03002, Jan 1? 


1900/7, Jan 1/ to 03597, Jan 19 
00007-04007, Jan 18 
12007, Jan 18 to 12007, Jan 19 
18002, Jan 18 to 06002, Jan 19 
02007-03302, Jan 22 
02002-03302, Jan 24 
02302-03002, Jan 24 
22002, Jan 24 to 21592, Jan 26 


06002, Jan 25 to 16002, Jan 26 


12007, Jan 25 to 12002, Jan 26 
13007, Jan 25 to 130027, Jan 26 


02002-03302, Jan 29 


02007-03307, Jan 31 


02307-03007, Jan 31 


President : 

Vice President : 
Treasurer : 

Recording Secretary : 
Corresponding Secretary : 


Jim Wright, N2GXJ 
Cory Sickles, WA3UVV 
Al Arrison, KB2AYU 
Sheldon Parker, K2ZMEN 
Bart Conrad, KC2WVP 


Board of Directors - 3 year term Trustees - 4 year term 


Chuck Colabrese, WA2TML 
Dave MacDonald, WB3JOY 
Jeffrey Garth, KC2WCS 
Mark Townsend, W2OCY 


(2012-2015) 
(2012-2015) 
(2013-2016) 
(2013-2016) 


Ray Schnapp, WB2NBJ 
Martin Wilt, W2ILT 

Bill Szkromiuk, W4WCS 
Brian Jones, KDZ2BXD 


(2011-2015) 
(2012-2016) 
(2013-2017) 
(2014-2018) 


Dan Tremolini, N2TXG 
John Zaruba Jr, K2ZA 


Awards and Contests 
Budget 

Clubhouse Replacement Project 
Clubhouse Site 

Club License Trustee 
Club Publications 
Community Outreach 
Constitution and By-Laws 
Database 

DX 

Emergency and Public Service 
Field Day 

Hamfest Contact 

Health and Welfare 
Historian 

Hospitality 

Membership 

Nominations 

Programs 

Publicity 

Repeaters 

Special Services 

Technical and TVI 

VEC Testing 


(2014-2017) 
(2014-2017) 


Kenny Denson, WB2P 

Al Arrison, KB2AYU 

Ray Martin, W2RM 

Al Arrison, KB2AYU 
Darrell Neron, AB2E 
Jeffrey Garth, KC2WCS 
Cory Sickles, WA3UVV 
Ron Block, NR2B 

Ken Newman, N2CQ 

Bill Grim, WOMHK 

Joe Shevlin, KC2PHM 
Mark Townsend, W2OCY and Kyle Townsend, W2KBT 
Cory Sickles, WA3UVV 
Ray Martin, W2RM 

Jeffrey Garth, KC2WCS 
Dave MacDonald, WB3JOY 
Cory Sickles, WA3UVV and Ray Schnapp, WB2NBJ 
Jim Wright, N2GXJ 

Cory Sickles, WA3UVV 
Cory Sickles, WA3UVV 

Al Arrison KB2AYU 
Darrell Neron, AB2E 

Cory Sickles, WA3UVV 
Gary Reed, N2QEE 


The W2MMD Repeaters 


Output: 147.180 MHz 
Input: 147.780 MHz 
Offset: +600 KHz 
PL Tone: 131.8 Hz 


Output: 442.100 MHz 
Input: 447.100 MHz 
Offset: +5.0 MHz 
PE Tone lo7 9 iz 


Output: 1284.400 MHz 
Input: 1272.400 MHz 
Offset: -12.0 MHz 
PL Tone: None 


The above 3 repeaters are all 
located in Pitman, NJ 
GPS: 39.728481°, -75.131088° 


Output: 224.660 MHz 
Input: 223.060 MHz 
Offset: -1.6 MHz 
PL Tone: 131.8 
Location: Sewell, NJ 
GPS: 39.781382°, -75.099963° 


Nets 


GCARC 2M Ragchew Net 
Thursday, January 16, 2014 
20:00 Hrs 
147.180+ MHz (PL131.8Hz) 


ARES/RACES 
Sunday 20:00 Hrs 
(147.180 and 
224.660 
repeaters) 


GCARC Meetings 


General Membership 


19:30 Hrs, Thursday, January 2, 2014 
Pfeiffer Community Center 
Williamstown, NJ 


Board of Directors 


19:00 Hrs, Wednesday, January 15, 2014 
GCARC Clubhouse 
Harrison Twp. 4-H Fairgrounds 
1 mile south of Mullica Hill on RT77 


Club Meeting Program 
Thursday, January 2, 2014 


AM (“‘Ancient Modulation’’) 
Communications In A Digital World 


Answer to Brain Twister 
16 Ohms 
Since impedance is the square of the turns ratio, and 
the turns ratio is the square root of impedance, the 
number of turns between A & B can be taken to be 
the square root of 4 which is 2, the same is true be- 
tween B & C, 2 turns. Adding the turns between A 
& B and B & C, we get 4, and 4 squared is 16, or 16 
ohms. 


GCARC 11:00 AM Brunch 
Every Friday @ 
The Seven Star Diner 
1890 Hurffville Road, Sewell, NJ 


Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club - P. O. Box 370 - Pitman, NJ 08071 


